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Course Name:  Soundscapes 

Length of course: Semester 
Credits: ½ Credit 

 
Course Description: 

The purpose of “Soundscape” is understanding the expression of the Human 
Condition through sound by listening and composing.  Through this course 

students will be able to: 
 Understand a basic structure of how music is created 

 Recognize the pop music formula and be able to recognize and understand 
how pop music is created.   

 Recognize and reproduce the different aspects of music, rhythm, pulse, 
melody, bass line, and harmony.   

 Recognize and analyze music the form of music.   

 Use that understanding to create and compose their own music 
 Demonstrate understanding of how music can be a manipulative tool in 

everyday life and how to recognize it when they encounter it. 
 Recognize how music is used to a manipulative effect to create moods and 

feelings in movies, commercials, and TV shows.   
 Understand the basic concepts surrounding the music technology we find in 

our everyday life.   
 Have a basic broad understanding of the history of music and how we are 

where we are today.   
 Understand the basics of how a piano keyboard works and how to use it to 

create music.  
 Record, compose and arrange music using Garageband software on Ipad 

and Mac computers.   
 

Assessment in “Soundscape” will be based mainly on what each student does in 

class toward meeting these goals.  Every student comes in with very different 
levels and musical experiences.  Some assessments will be group assessments but 

I will be tailoring assignments to meet everyone’s needs! 
 

Learning Targets: 
 

Daily Productivity 
Students will use class time wisely and demonstrate the value of productivity. 

 
There are few outside of class assignments and little available time to do make-up 

work, students must use their class time in a constructive and appropriate 
manner.  Students will be assessed daily on their progress and productivity. 
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1. Social Behavior in Music Settings 
A. Enters music room location appropriately 

B. Locates and prepares materials necessary for class 
C. Sits in assigned seat 

D. Remains quiet while instructions are given or when music is 
demonstrated 

E. Raises hand (or gives appropriate cue) and waits to be recognized 
before asking question 

F. Speaks at an appropriate volume level 
G. Communicates (verbal/nonverbal) coherently 

H. Responds appropriately to verbal instruction – follows directions 
I. Responds appropriately to nonverbal cues (visual/tactile) 

J. Works at assigned task as directed 
K. Remains stationary while working/listening to music when appropriate 

L. Works/records/listens when given cue 

M. Stops working/recording/listening when given cue 
2. Assessment: Students will be assessed daily using visual and auditory 

observation of the instructor.  Assignment progress and completion will carry 
a greater weight than demonstration of natural ability.   

 
Musical Literacy 

Students will develop a common musical literacy. 
 

Every student comes in with a wide variety of musical knowledge and literacy.  
Students must develop a common working knowledge of the terms, timbre, style, 

harmony, melody, and form.  We will use these when listening and composing 
music. 

 
1. Terms:  

a. Students will develop a musical vocabulary to express themselves 

verbally and through writing when listening to music, and conversely 
will be able to express themselves when they are composing music. 

b. Listening: Rhythm/Beat/Measures 
c. Keyboard/Notes 

2. Timbre:  
a. Students will be able to distinguish timbre through listening and will be 

able to apply this toward their compositions. 
b. Listening: Percussion Demonstration 

c. Instrument Demonstration 
d. Various Sound Recordings 

 
 

3. Rhythm:  
a. Students will be able to play and record rhythmically. 

b. Listening: Various Sound Recordings   
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c. Prepared accompaniment on computer 

4. Form:  
a. Students will be able to analyze and identify different  musical forms 

b. Listening: Various Sound Recordings 
c. Prepared accompaniment on computer 

5. Harmony:  
a. Students will provide accompaniment and harmonize melodies. 

b. Listening: Various sound recordings 
c. Prepared accompaniment on computer 

6. Melody: Students will be able to identify melodies demonstrated and 
compose their own. 

 
Composition  

Students will be able to use technology to compose and record original melodies, 
bass lines, harmonies, percussion, and other musical components to various styles 

of music.  

1. Arrange recorded pieces. 
2. Compose all parts to a piece with a clear form and structure 

A. Listening: Examples of each composition will be given 
 

Music Style/Genre/History/Appreciation 
Students will be able to explain what they are listening to as it pertains to style, 

genre and historical significance. 
1. Verbalizes facts about favorite performers or composers 

2. Discriminates among contrasting musical styles and among music of 
different style periods (e.g., be-bop quintet, renaissance motet, romantic 

symphony, rap group) presented aurally 
3. Describes the musical characteristics to (favorite) styles/genre 

4. Identifies style/genre of music presented aurally 
5. Identifies mood feeling that music represents 

A. Listening: Musical examples from the time periods 

 
Technology 

Students will be able to recognize and use the technology surrounding music and 
sound equipment that they may encounter in everyday life 

A. Be able to recognize and maintain basic components of sound systems 
B. Understand the basic function of a mixer and recognize the difference 

between analogue and digital consoles. 
C. Understand the terms involved with the technology they may encounter.  

D. Understand the difference between power amps, powered mixers and 
powered speakers so they know when and where to use each of those 

components.  
E. Be able to set up and run recording software and hardware.   

 
Detailed Topic/Content Outline-Units and Themes: 

1st quarter (9 weeks) 
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1. Introduction to ipads and technology in the course 

A. Introduce basic rhythm and beat concepts on the ipad 
2. Musical and garageband terms  

3. Introduce chords and notes 
A. Chord progressions 

a. 4 chord song and blues 
b. Harmonic rhythm 

4. Start working with the macs 
A. Terms on mac garageband 

B. Introduction to piano 
a. Notes and chords on piano 

5. Deep editing on the macs 
A. Effects and plug ins introductions 

B. Midi sequencing and tracking 
6. Sound effects and basic melodies 

A. Also song form and analysis 

7. Putting a song together 
A. Fitting melody with chords 

B. Putting baseline with melody  
C. Fitting other instruments in with basic songs  

8. Simple form project 
9. Final form project for the quarter 

 
2nd quarter (9 weeks) 

1. Instruments introduction 
A. Moods (musical characters) 

B. How to structure music to enhance moods 
2. Moods project 

3. Multiple mood advanced form project.   
4. Music technology (concurrent with musical or play if possible) 

A. Sound systems 

B. Mixers 
C. Taking care of equipment 

D. Setting up advanced stereos 
E. Understanding terminology.  

5. Music history week 1 Early music-1825 
6. Music history week 2 1825-present 

A. Jazz and pop music included 
B. History of music technology 

7. Music in real life 
8. Introduction to movie music 

A. Manipulating Movies with sound 
B. Creating soundtrack to existing movie 

C. Commercials 
9. Watch and analyze movie music. 
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Technology required: 

 Macs with Garageband and IMovie (need imovie) software installed 
 Usb Keyboards 

 headphones 
 Ipads with Garageband installed 

 Projector with computer station with sound system available.  
 Google drive access 

 Appropriate soundscape YouTube channel available for tutorial videos 
 


